Taradale High School

Be determined. Aim high. Piki ake. Kia maia.
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Abi Collins and a group of rafters enjoying the Year 10 Rotorua Experience Camp .

Principalo

Tena Koutou Parents and Caregivers

Christmas Greetings to Parents & Whanau

Thank you to all parents and students for another great year at Taradale High School. We
sincerely appreciate everything you have done to make 2011 a success. School Newsletters
have chronicled a wide array of student achievements throughout the year, and we now
wait for NCEA results in January in anticipation of seeing students achieving to their
scholastic potential.

| wish to thank parents for all you have done to support the school and to encourage your
sons and daughters to aim high. We are fortunate to have so many talented and pleasant
students in our care, something we have you to thank for.

Thank you to the PTA, which has recently released $10,000 to assist with the purchase of a
class set of netbooks for 2012. This resource will release pressure from the computer rooms,
which are heavily booked. | cannot overstate my appreciation of the PTA members. Their
efforts make a practical difference to our ability to provide well for everyone’s sons and
daughters.

Year 10 Camps and Year 9 Activities went superbly well, thanks to detailed planning by staff,
great behaviour from students, the use of professional providers, and generally kind
weather. | sincerely thank staff for making these outdoor learning activities possible. Some
things just cannot be taught in the confines of a classroom, so thank you for making the
extra effort for our students.

To those families whose sons and daughters are leaving us at the end of this year, | express
my best wishes for the future. | trust you feel that we have built a firm foundation from
which to build further training and careers. To all, | wish you a festive and safe Christmas
season.

Christmas greetings,
Stephen Hensman
Principal

Coming Events

January
25 Course confirmation day
27 Year 8 testing (catch-up)
Orientation day for new
students
30 & 31 Teacher Only days
February
1 School opens for Years 11, 12
& 13 (Year 13 at EIT)
2 Year 10 and Peer Support
only
3 Year 9 & Peer Support only
6 Waitangi Day
7 Full School
16 Founders Assembly
22 Swimming Sports

Office Hours
School Office re-opens
Wed 18 January 9am—3pm

Normal Office Hours begin
Wed 25 January 8am—4.30pm

Uniform Shop Open
Jan 16 until 27 -10am-4pm

Closed Wednesday
Jan 30 until Feb 3—1-5.30pm
Closed Wednesday
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Congratulations to ...

Language Perfect World
Championships 2011

Juniors

Gold Medallists
Year 10

David Jacobs
Brooke Ruddenklau
Amy Ruddenklau
Jennifer Jamieson
Emma Deslandes
Mikaela Wilkes
Jessica Batt

Abby Neill

James White
Sarah Anderson
Jessica Foreman

Seniors

Gold Medallists
Year 11

Constanze Streeter
Richard Hocking
Olivia Baxter

Year 12

Kris Sweetapple
Bianca Fonti
Jordyn Armstrong

Robyn Nicholls (Year 11) has been a very
successful dancer, her success this year is as
follows:

Robynsat an examination with the
International British Ballet Organisation
(BBO)in the Theatre Awards where she
performed her dances and was nominated
by an Australian examiner to progress to the
New Zealand Finals of these Awards which
were held in Wellington this year.

These were adjudicated by two Adjudicators
(one an Australian Professional performer,
the other an ex professional dancer from
N.Z.) where she went on to WIN two Awards
in the Finals: one for Musical Theatre and
one for Jazz. These are highly coveted
awards and to win is a fantastic
achievement, especially out of 64 finalists.

BP Community Enterprise Project

The following were awarded merit prizes in
the BP Community Enterprise Project. Only
10 of these prizes were awarded nationwide
and Taradale High School received 2 of
them.

For their sensory garden for Hohepa House:
Emily Horrocks (team leader), Anna
Rosamond, Gavin Gilbert and Aidan
Loveridge.

For their playhouse for Cranford Hospice:
Colette Humphrey (team leader), Shannon
Scully, Simon Kay and Scott Wakeling.

Congratulations to Bohan Chen, winner of
the Junior Inter-House Chess Tournament.

Mrs Marty Schofield, English teacher who has been given the Kathleen Grattan Award for
an unpublished manuscript of a poetry collection. Mrs Schofield says “it has taken seven
years to make it as good as | could, and it's my debut collection. | sent my little ship out with
the battleships and it got into the short-list of five.” Follow the link below for more

information:

These past Taradale High School students have graduated from Waikato University.

Tinah Steed—Bachelor of Teaching

David Cotter—Graduate Certificate in Human Resource Management

k Christmas Supper Concert 2011

Demi McLeod , Thomas Kay and Doran Jung entertain the crowd.

This year’s Christmas Supper Concert was as lovely an occasion as always, with a huge range of items from students and staff, )
as well as a delicious supper. Everyone enjoyed themselves hugely. The audience is continuing to grow in proportion to its
justified reputation as a great evening. So if you're coming in 2012—get here early!
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Scrabbl

On Saturday November 26, David Jacobs and Jennifer Jamieson of
Year 10, and Kayla Des Landes and Emily Maunder of Year 9,
travelled to Woodford House with their French teachers, Madame
Thornton and Madame Price, to compete in the HB Scrabble
Competition. The pressure was on, since THS were the winners in
both year groups in 2010!

Hawkebds Bay

Students competed for over 2% hours, to reach the finals once
again. The Year 9 team faced lona College and was beaten by a very
narrow margin of 6 points to take second place and a hamper worth
$50 of French goodies.

e Winners

The Year 10 team also faced lona College in the finals, and emerged
clear winners with a more than 40 point lead to be crowned
champions for the second consecutive year. They received a
hamper of French goodies worth $100 to share.

A big “merci!” to both teams for their splendid performances, their
awesome manners and fair play, and their devotion to French even
on a Saturday! A big “merci” also to Madame Price for supporting
her Year 9 students.

Fabric Cleanout

As a new textiles teacher | am building up
a collection of resources for the students
to use for practice lessons.

Currently | am collecting any scraps of
fabric for this purpose. | would love to
have your help for this by donating any
pieces of fabric from 1/2 metre to 10
metres. Any type of fabric, including
curtains and duvet covers, will be
gratefully received.

Time to clean out those fabric storage
cupboards and boxes. All donations can be

left at the office.
Thank you
Mrs Gardner

library@ths.school.nz

New books

Revenge of the Dwarves by Marcus Heitz
Speak no Evil by M. Kaye

Mud, Sweat and Tears by B. Grylls

The Warlock by M. Scott
Plague by M. Grant
All Blacks Don’t Cry by J. Kirwan

New magazine titles for next year:
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